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36.LONDON (Reuters) - Boris Johnson’s Conservative Party
was defeated in the parliamentary election on Wednesday

but the prime minister plans to remain in power, two
sources told Reuters, despite losing his working majority in

the House of Commons. Prime Minister Boris Johnson (L)
walks with Scottish National Party Leader Ian Blackford, and
SNP lawmakers at a polling station in Edinburgh, Scotland,

Britain October 21, 2019. REUTERS/Russell Cheyne In a
tight race in which his government’s popularity plunged,

Johnson prevailed in the party leadership contest and
analysts said he would now pursue his “do or die” Brexit
strategy despite the resounding election loss. One of the

sources told Reuters that Johnson and his closest advisers
were planning to hold a meeting on Friday to discuss the

best course forward. In order to win a majority in the
650-seat parliament, Johnson needed to gain 325 seats. His
party won 318 and its allies 19, giving it a working majority
of 317. His failure to command a working majority meant

that his Brexit bill, which he was forced to amend as
recently as Monday, cannot go forward without the help of
the opposition to prevent a no-deal exit from the European
Union on Oct. 31. The opposition Labour Party said it would
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attempt to amend the bill to block a no-deal exit, and
indicated that it could join forces with other parties. It

suggested it could do so with the Conservatives. Cabinet
ministers will be asked to answer questions to head off any

“no-deal” preparations on Oct. 21, and to ensure a new
Brexit deal can be approved by parliament by Oct. 31.
Slideshow ( 8 images ) The government will then try to

secure an extension of Britain’s exit from the EU to Jan. 31
or longer in the next few days, a process likely to be

complicated by 6d1f23a050
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