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Photoshop's interface is similar to that of the graphical software GIMP, which I discuss in Chapter 10. Both share similar features and applications, including layer masks, the ability to change the output format, and the ability to display images in different color spaces. Photoshop and GIMP have slightly different user interfaces, but they both use the same basic design.
Although you may not use Photoshop from time to time, you may need to use it for your own personal images, or you might be called upon to edit other's images — either professionally or to create your own images with Photoshop. When you begin to create your own images, it's usually a good idea to learn a little about its software and features. So if you need to create some
simple graphics, follow the steps here and check out Chapter 11 to find out the basics of Photoshop before you progress. If you want to create some more sophisticated images, go to Chapter 12. Getting Started with Photoshop Photoshop has an entirely unique interface that may be a bit intimidating at first — after all, it's not what most people are accustomed to. However, the
new user interface is designed to help you get the most out of Photoshop's features, and the new interface provides access to tools that can make quick work of images. In a nutshell, the new interface makes use of the concept of layers, which means that you can manipulate a series of images simultaneously. This is a nice feature when you need to make multiple adjustments to
an image, and you don't want to have to redo the process over and over. The first step in getting started with Photoshop is to open a file in Photoshop. If you need to use Photoshop as a drawing program, it probably makes sense to import an image into Photoshop. If you want to edit an existing image, simply open the file in Photoshop. You can select images from a folder on

your computer using the Open dialog box, as shown in Figure 1-1. Photoshop offers plenty of customization options, but the interface may seem intimidating at first. After all, it's so different than the other graphics programs you're used to. While you may find a few things difficult, you'll soon be on your way! **Figure 1-1:** The Open dialog box enables you to open and save
files to your computer. Managing layers I often hear photographers say they don't know what they want to do with an image until they come up with a finished product
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The Gradient Tool allows you to apply and adjust color and light gradients to your image. These gradients can be used to add depth and atmosphere to your image. The Pen tool allows you to create basic shapes. The Pencil Tool lets you create objects as you draw, without much concern about the type of object. The Eraser Tool enables you to remove unwanted parts of the
image. This tool also comes in handy for cleaning up pencil work or for removing unwanted stuff. The Paths Tool allows you to create paths which are lines that define a shape. You can then use these paths to fill in shapes or create text. You can also make it reposition, resize, rotate, or move shapes and text. The Free Transform Tool allows you to resize and position shapes to
create new images. It's mostly useful for creating logos and other non-photorealistic designs. Smudging Text allows you to create a blurry look on text with a type of effect similar to that of the Mona Lisa. The Glass Effects Tool lets you apply a blurry effect to an image by using light and dark dots on your layers. Using the Flame tool, you can create an aesthetically pleasing
transition from one image to another. The Move Tool enables you to move, resize, and rotate images on your canvas. This tool is especially useful for creating tiny models or logos. The Range Selection Tool allows you to select items in a certain area of the image. The locked items will remain in their original position. You can also convert selected pixels to a different color or
edit them individually. The Healing Brush tool performs the same functions as the Clone Stamp tool, but it also helps you make adjustments to parts of the image. The Dodge and Burn tools enable you to brighten or darken parts of your image. The Soften and Blur tools blur an image instead of lightening or darkening specific pixels. The Spot Healing Brush tool is useful for
removing unwanted areas of images. The Lasso tool allows you to select an area of the image. It will then replace the selected area with the user's choice. The Magic Wand tool lets you select an area of the image and replace it with a different color, image, or texture. The Blur/Sharpen tool lets you increase or decrease the sharpness of the selected area. The Invert button inverts
the selection or entire layer. The Eraser tool can be used to remove unwanted

What's New in the Photoshop 2022 (Version 23.0.2)?

Airbrush The Airbrush tool can be used to apply texture to an image. You can use the tool to add backgrounds to images, make gradients and water effects. You can customize the texture on an image by using the Control panel, shown below. You can adjust the color, size and angle of the texture. You can also customize the appearance of the tool by using the tool options found
in the Options bar, shown below.
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