Is Korea good enough for you?

The Brazilian congress has approved a bill to eliminate user fees for using the public Internet in a bid to promote the wider use of the all-Internet network. The bill,
that would make the country the first in the world with no Internet user fees, is expected to pass the Congress soon. That would be a welcome step in an environment
where most Internet connections are still expensive, the Associated Press reports. The draft “decentralization” bill was passed with support from President Jair
Bolsonaro and was in line with the president’s policies on the Internet, his son Flavio Bolsonaro told Reuters. “We are the first nation in the world to offer the Internet
for free. Our objective is that everyone has free access to the Internet, with no barriers,” Flavio Bolsonaro said. The government had previously proposed a price-free
‘Web, but the bill was watered down and, after a recent review, is now mainly focused on eliminating just some fees. The president’s son added that the government
wants to boost the performance of the Internet through investments in a national fiber optic network and in initiatives such as free Wi-Fi. In July 2017, Bolsonaro
fired the minister who was in charge of the government’s deregulation plan for the Internet and who had been in charge of the Bolsa Verde, or Green Bond Initiative,
a program that was intended to guarantee broadband access to the entire population, worldwide. The minister then accused the senator who was in charge of the
initiative of being a socialist. While the Internet reform was probably the most controversial plan Bolsonaro’s government approved, the president and his son were
also responsible for an initiative that would provide a guaranteed minimum income to Brazilians without any conditions. The program, with which they had been
criticized after it was introduced, would guarantee a monthly wage for the entire population of around $204, but the formula and conditions have caused debate, and
there are even some who believe that the bill should be rejected. According to Flavio Bolsonaro, the minimum wage offered by the president’s program is part of the
free Internet, because the country also needs to invest in infrastructure to guarantee the connection of all people. The government wants to expand the fiber optic
network and is likely to accelerate construction plans. Most of the new fiber optic lines installed by the country are national.
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